


J. Fred Ralston, Jr., MD, FACP, practices general internal medicine with Fayetteville Medical Associates, 
PC. Ralston graduated from Phillips Academy, Andover, MA; received a BA in political science from Yale        
College; earned an MD from the University Of Tennessee College Of Medicine in Memphis; and completed 
a residency at Baptist Hospital. He is President-elect of the American College of Physicians.

J. I. Hudson, Jr., MD, began his career in private practice of pediatrics, later full-time positions on the fac-
ulty of The Johns Hopkins and University of Maryland Schools of Medicine and as Associate at the Johns 
Hopkins Center for Hospital Finance and Management. He has consulted on matters of health care quality 
with HCFA, U.S. Congress, programs in West Europe, with WHO in Southeast Asia, and USAID.

Elizabeth Falcone is a graduate of Cornell University with a Bachelor of Arts in Government. Elizabeth has 
been Congressman Jim Cooper’s (D-TN) legislative assistant for the last two and a half years.  She focuses 
on health care policy, including insurance reform and Medicare and Medicaid policy.  She also works on 
federal science policy, women’s issues, and homelessness issues.  

Thomas Arthur Jenkins, MD, practices Family Practice in Cookeville, TN with Limestone Medical Assoc.   Dr. 
Jenkins received his medical degree from University of Tennessee - Memphis. He is a member of Physicians 
for National Health Program and a long-time advocate for a single payer plan.

Dan Ramey, MSSW, is a licensed clinical social worker who attended the University of Tennessee-Nashville 
for the Master of Science in Social Work (MSSW) and Vanderbilt Divinity School for the Master in Theologi-
cal Studies (MTS).   He has worked as a medical social worker, at the Bureau of TennCare and for Magellan 
Health managed care company.   

Manny Martins, MPA , is retired from State Government with 35 years of service and providing selected 
consulting services. He served as Tennessee’s Deputy Commissioner Finance and Administration for Tenn-
Care (Medicaid). He received Masters in Public Administration from Middle Tennessee State University and 
the University of Tennessee, Knoxville Joint Program in Public Administration. (Magna Cum Laude).

John Karatzas, State Outreach Director and California Project Director for the Small Business Majority, 
oversees California operations and supports the development and growth of state-based independent 
small business healthcare reform affiliates and partner organizations. He has more than 25 years of experi-
ence in both the large corporate and small business worlds. 

Carole R. Myers, PhD, APRN, is an Assistant Professor in the College of Nursing at the University of Tennes-
see-Knoxville.  Dr. Myers coordinates health policy courses for Masters and PhD students, teaches in the 
Family Nurse Practitioner program and conducts research that centers on policymaking and health services 
with an emphasis on public health programs, access to services and disparities and program evaluation. 

Claire McAndrew is a Health Policy Analyst at Families USA in Washington, D.C., where she specializes in 
private market issues, state health policy, and national health reform. Prior to working at Families USA, 
Claire held positions in mental health and children’s health advocacy organizations. She received her MPH 
in Health Policy from the University of Michigan and a BA in Public Health from Johns Hopkins University.

Arthur J. Sutherland, III, M.D., FACC, is a retired physician. He practiced cardiology in Memphis for 33 years 
and is the founder of the Sutherland Cardiology Clinic and founder and director of the Methodist Health-
care Cardiac Laboratories. Dr Sutherland is currently working with Healthy Memphis Common Table as a 
Board member, serves as Chair of the Tenn. Chapter of Physicians for a National Health Program.

Carol Westlake is the founding executive director of the Tennessee Disability Coalition. The Coalition works 
to organize and unite the disability community to affect public policy and service delivery for persons with 
disabilities. She has been employed in the Tennessee not-for-profit disability sector since 1985. Her back-
ground and training are in Special Education and public policy. She also serves on several boards.  

Rico X  has most recently been the Tennessee Organizer for Health Care Reform with the Center for Com-
munity Change and has worked with Health Care for America Now (HCAN) and Change that Works Tennes-
see to advance health care reform. 



THCC has been making a difference for 20 years...
The Tennessee Health Care Campaign (THCC) is the state’s premier nonprofit consumer health care advocacy 
group and a leader in the health care justice movement since 1989. We envision a society where the physical, 
mental, and emotional health needs of all adults and children are met. Our Board of Directors is made up of 
consumers, advocates, and social service professionals from throughout the state. THCC works in collabora-
tion with advocacy groups, affected constituents, community leaders, and policy makers—from grassroots to 
grasstops—to influence positive change in public health and health care.

Current and ongoing work:
Leading Tennessee in the exciting effort for national health care reform•	
State legislative efforts to reopen Medically Needy TennCare Standard•	
Public forums to educate and push-back on (up to 130,000) cuts to SSI/Daniels TennCare•	
Building a health care justice movement with Local Organizing Groups (LOGs) in  Chattanooga, Cookeville, Dyersburg, •	
Jackson, Knoxville, Memphis, Nashville & the Tri Cities.
Public educational and training events throughout the year•	
Connecting the dots between the uninsured, under-insured and insured, and the social and economic impact of •	
health care and health care policy to individuals and communities
Expanding continuous and quality health care through Medicaid/TennCare•	
Expanding and improving Cover Tennessee programs•	
Improve community safety-nets•	
Advocating for consumers’ and patients’ rights•	
Expanding partnerships and collaborations with national efforts•	

Key Victories:
Expanded coverage to low-income pregnant women (1990)•	
Led consumer groups for innovative Medicaid program called TennCare (1994)•	
Led advocate efforts to expand coverage to uninsured children (1997)•	
Led TN’s efforts with Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s (RWJF) Covering Kids Initiative (1998 – 2001)•	
Continued TN’s efforts with RWJF Covering Kids & Families Initiative (2002 – 2006)•	
Led efforts to protect children, despite the TennCare cuts to adults (2005)•	
Created a grassroots to grasstops strategy that resulted in reducing the number of adults cut from TennCare health •	
coverage, from 323,000 to 170,000 (2005)
Initiated premium assistance program for Tennessee’s high-risk pool, Access TN (2006)•	
CoverKids (S-CHIP) dental & vision benefit expansion (2007)•	
Won patients’ rights through improved hospital charity care policy (2007)•	
Helped with reauthorization of S-CHIP (2009)•	



THCC Board of Directors 2009

Officers & Executive Committee
Marie Ferran, President, Cookeville
Tom Kahler, Vice President, Clinton
Lee Hutchinson, Secretary, Knoxville
Manny Martins, Treasurer, Nashville
Jerry Spriggs, At Large, Nashville
Mabel Teamer, At Large, Jackson

Members of the Board
Joe Clark, Chattanooga
Lamont Doty, Nashville
Bambi Evans, Chattanooga
Belinda Hardy, Memphis
Libby Johnson, Maryville
Rosalyn Mitchell, Chattanooga
Ron Naylor, Chattanooga
Dan Ramey, Nashville
George Stanton, White Pine
Arthur Sutherland, Memphis
Lee Ann Swarm, Knoxville
Mike Tant, Franklin
Linda Williams, Memphis
Rikki Zee, Nashville

Advisor:
Gordon Bonnyman, Nashville

THCC  Staff
Tony Garr, Executive Director
Emily Fulmer, Lead & West TN Organizer
Christina Kretchik, Middle & SE TN Organizer
Yolonda McClain, Adminstrative Assistant
Susan McKay, Communications & Development Director
Joon Powell, Story Coordinator
Lori Smith, Special Project Director
Beth Uselton, East TN Organizer

Please take a moment to remember the founders of the Tennessee Health Care Campaign:
Rosemary Derrick  t  Robert Everette, Jr.  t  Anthony “Tony” Stark 

 

Very special appreciation to Gordon Bonnyman, who brought these three thoughtful and 
exceptional people together.

“Gordon was the glue that made it happen.” -Tony Garr, June 4 ,2009

THCC Board Presidents

	 1989 - Charlotte Collins
	 1990 - Charlotte Collins
	 1991 - Charlotte Collins
	 1992 - Andrea Thaler
	 1993 - Dara Howe
	 1994 - Dara Howe
	 1995 - Carol Moore
	 1996 - Fran Mazzaferro
	 1997 - Fran Fazzaferro
	 1998 - Dick Braun
	 1999 - Dick Braun
	 2000 - Leo Lindsay
	 2001 - Leo Lindsay
	 2002 - Pat Post
	 2003 - Pat Post
	 2004 - Tony Halton
	 2005 - Tony Halton
	 2006 - Lee Ann Swarm
	 2007 - Lee Ann Swarm
	 2008 - Marie Ferran
	 2009 - Marie Ferran



- Manna  www.mannanashville.org



 

BURNT    
improving the environment through citizen 
involvement with government, business & academia 
 

 

Congratulations THCC on your 20th 
Anniversary… with special appreciation 
to Tony Garr for his leadership 

 

615.327.8615 
burnt.tn@gmail.com  

www.burnt-tn.org  
 

  



Tennessee Health Care Campaign (THCC)  t (615) 227-7500 t 1-877-431-7083 t  www.thcc2.org


